
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE 



BELFAST MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 



No 7+] 



SEPTEMBER 30, 18I+. 



[Vol. is. 



COMMUNICATIONS, ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



ON THE CHANCES OF FASHION. 

"FROM the lowest ebb of obscur- 
■■- ity. >o the highest point of scep- 
tred royalty, mere rules a pre* 
dominant principle of imitation. 
Though by an irreversible decree of 
fate, all things upon earth are sub- 
ject to vicissitude and variation, yet 
throughout the while extent of space, 
there is nothing so variable as fash* 
ion. 

Tlie palefaced Moon, with exact 
regularity performs every mouth 
her unvaried revolution. The a- 
zttre sea ebbs and flows in regular 
and uninterrupted succession ; but 
fashionable more changeable than 
the wind (or even the volatile mind 
of an inconstant person) varies ac- 
cording to the whim or caprice of 
one coxcumicai or pendantjc indivi- 
dual. On Monday n>onii<isr, per- 
haps, it lies in perfect Iranquiliity on 
the same board wiih a riijiy needle 
and thimble; but starting up una 
Hidden, it appears in the shape of 
a pair of cassimeie boots, and tra- 
velling, with majestic strides, in the 
course of a lew hours it circumam- 
bulates every street and parades 
through every lane. Imitation im- 
niediitfly seizes the surrounding 
cri»»d, and every breast is inflam- 
ed with an ardent desire to correct 
l «e natural deformity of spindle- 
'hunks or bandy- legs. Numbers of 
younj; men panting and almost 
breathless crowd around the taylor's 
door, vieing with each other, about 
»EL*ASr ma«. so. LXXlV. 



the exalted honour of being admit- 
ted into the august presence of Mr. 
Stitch. The clipping of measures, 
the crash of breaking needles, and 
the entertaining dialogue between 
the goose and lap board, forming a 
a most delightful concert. Stitch, 
works day and night without in- 
terruption and in the course of a 
few weeks produces such an admir- 
able effect, that all the old women 
are astonished to see such a number 
of young bucks parading the streets, 
with the wrong ends of their legs 
down. 

At another time, fashion sprim t 
out. from behind the counter of a 
milliner's shop, aod appearing in the 
form of a triangular piece of muslin, 
is folded round a gentleman's neck, 
having one of the corners suspend- 
ed down his breast. The beau thus 
equipped, struts along, having a 
large pouhire tied under his chin. 
Thugaziug eyes of the populace are 
immediately turned upon him, and 
every person is instantaneously in 
love with his new method of iviiiir 
his cravat. The rich imitate him 
from a sense of novelty, and the 
poor from convenience aod econo- 
my; for, this mod tin discovery in 
point of tying cravats, completely 
supersedes the necessity of wearing 
shirts; and imleed, were all the 
changes of fashion so high.'y advan- 
tageous to the lower orders of life, 
then would there be suuicient rea- 
son to extol the wisdom and pru- 
dence (,f those pei.-ous, who were 
iusliuineiital in producing tlu in. By 
mean* of this valuable discovery 
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the labourer orartisanf who possesses 
but one shift, and who was former- 
ly obliged to He in bed until it was 
washed, is now enabled to walk a- 
bonr,- or attend the public places of 
religious worship, displaying znine- 
penny cravat, tied in a style not in- 
ferior to that of him, who officiates 
at the altar. The only objection 
that has as yet been stated against 
this method; of wearing cravats, is 
that of an 6M lapidry-vtaid, who is 
almost starting in consequence of 
the new act made for the banishment 
of shifts; 

Would the tallies not take offence 
at me, for having placed the gentle- 
men before them, which, by the 
by e, is the order 4 *!' nature, I should 
consider myself highly honoured, 
by being permitted to congratulate 
them upon some notable discoveries 
and Beneficial improvements in the 
realms of the toilet. The easiness 
ot manner" Bad unaffected simplicity 
of dress, exactly keeps pace with the 
progressive 1 refinement in taste and 
politeness. The British ladies then, 
of course, have the highest claim to 
merit and esteem, for in endeavour- 
ing to conform to natural simplicity, 
like mother JEte, tbey go' almost 
naked, displaying to every gazing 
eye the most delightful transparen- 
cies and natural curiosities, The 
eye of every admirer is struck with 
the fascinatingsight of beautiful arms, 
ivory necks, &c. &c,' Pockets" for 
some time have, in this country, un- 
dergone wondeifu I changes and re- 
volutions, being transferred from 
place to place with airoost irresistible 
rapidity, and have at last been entire* 
)y banished from all the gay cir- 
cles of life. They are now suc- 
ceeded by a variety of diminutive 
receptacles known by the name of 
public ridicules. Surprising indeed ! 
To see young "ladies the voluntary 
objects of tidicnle, while parading 
the streets. With respect to the 



head-dressc of th« present day, 
though perhaps not quite so tower- 
ing or umbrageous lit those of anti- 
quity, yet they are certainly far 
more convenient; being; so much 
sloped away towards the chin, as 
perfectly to accommodate the opera- 
tion of kissing: Fashion, however, 
is not solely confined to the common 
concerns of Jile, "or "the various 
changes of dress, but is sometimes 
seen perched- upon that sanctified 
box, vulgarly called the pulpit, so 
that no person in the present agr f 
can be folly qualified for holy de- 
clamation, without being possessed 
pf the fashionable apparatus, which, 
id general consists of two pocket- 
handkerchiefs! a watch, a well stored 
snuff bov, and a few ounces of to- 
bacco. No wonder then, that those 
preachers who ascend the pulpit, 
without all their insignia, should 
frequently find themselves at a loss 
for a word or sentence; but indeed 
rt is admirable tp see how they 
compensate such defects by cough- 
ing, spitting and sneezing. Habit 
lias so familiarized our modern bra- 
tors to these expedients, that vthere- 
tver one of them is at a loss for a 
word, he coughs, spits, and goes 
through a variety of little manoeuv- 
res to keep tip the attention ot his 
audience. But the orator who is 
furnished with all the true auxiliaries 
of preaching, enters the pulpit with 
perfect serenity and composure, sits 
down, pulls out his white pocket 
handkerchief, foryou must know.that 
he wears two, one for the polite and 
another for the common people, 
which being a few times displayed 
with art air of gracefulness, he puts 
into his pocket, then rises up, 
m.tkes a few of his best faces, and 
begins the service. After- having 
gone through the common routine 
of psalmody arid supplication, he 
finds his mouth and tongue so greatly 
parched, that he is utterly unable to 
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articulate, in order to rectify which, 
ha thrusts into his mouth a few plugs 
of tobacco. This at once excite? a 
copious portion of fluidity, and from 
its acid qualities affects the nerves 
in such a powerful manner as to 
produce an immense quantity of 
those grimaces, which are frequently 
hnposed upon the vulgar, for the 
genuine effects of that religion 
which is pure and without alloy, sin- 
cere, and unaffected, free from super- 
stition and hypocrisy. He then takes 
out his two pocket handkerchiefs, 
one in each hand, and after blowing 
his nose with the one used to please 
the vulgar, he wipes it with bis po- 
lite one ; takes out his snuff-box, 
goes through all the genteel ma- 
noeuvres, and takes a copious pinch. 
He makes a tedious introduction, 
with a few occasional interruptions 
of sneezing and wiping his nose. 
After employing a considerable 
time in convincing his audience by 
ocular demonstration, that he has a 
very handsome watch, he increases 
in vigour, takes a new quid, grows 
pathetic, thumps the cushion, emp- 
ties his snuff-box (which Jay open) 
upon the nead and eyes of the un 
offending clerk; his fury theti in 
creases, his passion becomes un- 
bounded, and amidst the greatest 
paroxysms of rage, he showers 
ujonthiuls of the tobacco essence up- 
on ail around him, to the unspeak- 
able injury of silks and muslins. 

.Some of our fashionable preachers 
in the preseitt age, in order to spui 
out the time, prolong every woni to 
its greatest extent, and articulate 
every syllable, so as to render their 
sermons a continuation of emphati- 
cal monotony. Others again who 
delight in sacred music, sing all 
their prayers and sermons to the 
old tune of Dublin, and thus waft 
their meditations on the wings of 
uuiljdy, to the throne of God. The 
vulgar ear is immediately captivat- 



ed by these musical strains, and 
our singing orators all become 
quite popular. Habit has in recon- 
ciled the old people to this sort of 
canting, that should any one void 
of the melodious voice and fashion- 
able hypocrisy ascend the pulpit, 
he is immediately branded with the 
appellation of a nsis light heterodoxo- 
tan, quke devoid of tint sancti- 
monious air, lengthened faeeand Cal. 
vinistic tune possessed by the down- 
right, red-hot orthodox divines. I 
would therefore strongly recommend 
such parents as are apt to foreordain 
their children to the church, early 
to teach them the tune of Dublin; 
to apply to their faces such emol- 
lient plasters and salves as will pre 
duce an extraordinary tension of 
the muscles, and suspend the chin 
at least fifteen or sixteen inches. It 
will likewise be necessary to drill 
those elected sons of Levi, in the 
exercise of snuffing and sneezing, 
and using the white and dark poc- 
ket handkerchiefs. From the encreas- 
ing price of tobacco, it might ap- 
pear advisable to teach thetn to 
chew, as while in their early state 
of probation their finances miglit 
seldom allow them to get a quid. 
Upon a parity of reasoning some 
people will atfirm that, the use «f 
snuff should likewise be prohibited; 
but my reply to this, is, that as the 
mouth gets so much food, the nose 
being a near relative, and peaceful 
neighbour* has certainly a claim to 
a little. An Antiuuauian. 
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AN ADDRESS DELtVEHED AT THE OFE!<» 
1NG OF THE THIUB stsSION or 
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"piiOM the firs^ establishment of 
"** thU society, I hailed it as an e- 



